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Chriſtian Reader 
WW: leave the enſuing Apology to ſpeak and plead for | 


ſelf in your own Conſcience, the cauſes of its coming in 
this Method to your View, The Canar and Ingenuity 
that ought to be in Men,much more that Grace and Commiſeration 
that poſſeſſeth the Hearts of good men, will perſwoade to a patient 
hearing and impartial weighing of that Juſt Defence that is 
therein made. If any demand why we concern our ſelves ſo much 
as to prefix this ſhort Epiſile in the behalf of thoſe ſo remate from 
us ; our anſwer 1s, That one and the ſelf ſame Spirit who 1131 
all Sincere Chriſtians, conjoyning them as living member: into 1 Coy, 12. 
one Body, worketh alſo in them like paſſions either as to joy in pro- 13.26. | 
ſperity, or grief in trouble, whether internal or external; And Heb: 13. 3. "oF 
the very metice and Communication of each others State removes 
——»all diſtance of place, promotes Sympathy, and tenas to make their 
'Srate mutually preſent with each other. Moreover, the Authors 
of this Apology have declared their perfect agreement with us 
' bothin matters of Faith and Worſhip, as ſet down in our late Con- 
| feſſion. As for our Brethren of the ( ongregational way in Old 
England, both their Principles and Pradices, do equally plead 
for our Liberties as for thetr own; And it ſeems moſt ſtrange that 
ſuch of the ſame way in New-England, y-a even ſuch ( a gene- 
ration nt yet extincg, er the very next ſucceſſors of them ) wto 
choſe rather ( with liberal eſtates ) to depart from their native 
Soil into a Wilderneſs, then be under the impoſition and laſh of 
thoſe who upon Religious pretences tork del ght to ſmite thar 
Fellow-ſervants, ſhould exerciſe towards others the like ſeverity 
that themſelves with ſo great hazard and haraſhip fought to a- 
void Eſpecially confidering that it is again/t their Brethren, who 
avowealy profeſs and appeal ta the ſzme rule with themſelves for 
i"eir guiaance in, and deciſion of all matters relating to the 
Worſhip of God, and the orderinz of their whole Converſation, 


And that the preſent Moleſtation given to them is meerly for a 
(-#) ſup- 


Col. 25.1. 5. 
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| To the Reader | | 
ſuppoſed errcrin oneepoint relating to Fhe right ſubjeiF of Baptiſm, 
which hath beef much controverted amongſt Learned, Tudicias, 
Holy and good Men at many ſeaſons ever jince the Reformation. 
upon ſe uch occaſions, for one Proteſtant CG ongregation to perſecnte a- 
another (where there is n0 pretence to an infallibility in the detifion 
of all Controverſies ) ſeemes much more unreaſonable then all th 
(ruelties of the Romniſh Church towards them that atpart from 
their Superſtitions ; Andcertainly if frejodices were removed , 
and opportunities of Power 1iot abuſed, but ſo far improved that 
zodaen Rule of onr Saviour | All things which you would 
chat men ſhould do unto you, ſo do ye unto them 7] were duly 
" attended unto and rightly applied in the preſent caſe, more mo- 
aeration, yea even compaſſion would be exerciſed towards theſe our 
GhriStian Friends by ſuch as now grve them trouble: And we 
heartily pray, that the Hononrable Governors in New-England 
will have.that regard to all the Congregational Churches here, as 
to remit ſuch proceedings, which tend to confirm and juftify thoſe _ 
who ſeek td overthrow all their Aſſemblies, and that they will” 
not,by perfiſting in any rigorousGuurſe againſt theſe their Brethren 
- in the Faith of eur Lord Feſus, (Irengthen the bands of ſuch who © 
| have already publiſhed, That their pro creatngs with them of the 
Dr, ti Conpregational way here in this kind, are juſtified by the pro- 
iingfleet "2f5 of their Brethren arainſt other diſſenters in New- England, 
miſcheit of This ſubject is ſolarge and the Plea it affords ſo rational, that we 
$eprration. * | COA. FAT TT OO METS I T--:, 
can hardly keep within the ſhort limits appointed to this Epiſtles 
But we will add nu more,ſave our hearty Prayers for thePeate 
of them,that in every Place call upon the name of our Lord Jeſus, 
bath their Lord and ours 3 And ſhall ever ve, | 


Towr's 31 all Chriſtian reſpelt 
and Service to our Power. 


Will: Kiffen, Hanſerd Knolles, &. 
Daniel Dyke. John Harris. G 
Will: Collins, Net: Cox, 
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{brief Narrative of ſome Conſiderable Paſſages,concerning 
the firſt gathering, and further progreſs, of a Church of 
(hriſt, in Goſpel Order, in Boſton im New-England, 


for clearing thei Innocency from the Scandalous things 
laid to their charge. 


T pleaſed God to move the Hearts of ſome of his dear and Pre- 
cious Servants in this Wilderneſs, whom he had by his good Word 
--and Spirit taught, and infiructed, in the Way and Order of the 
>. Goſpel, to agree together to enter into Fellowſhip as a particular 
Body, or Church, ingaging one to another in a Solemn Covenant, in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,to walk in fellowſhip,and communi- 
on together, in the practice of all the Holy Appointments of Chriſt, 
S: Which he had, or ſhould further make known unto them. And thus 
2 * they became a viſible Church of Chriſt, walking in the Practice, and 
£- Performance of the holy Ordinances of Chriſt, according to Di- 
vine Inſtitution: The Perſons: who began (this fo--good:. a work. 
for God, ) were, Thomas Gold, Thomas Osburne, Edward Drinker, Fobn 
George , Richard Goodal , William Turner, Robert Lambert; the 
three laſt named, were perſons whom God (by his Providence ſome 
time before ) brought out of Old England, who had walked with the 
Baptized Churches there 3 as namely Richard, Geodall,was of a Church 
in London, of which Mr, Kiffen is an Officer, and William Turner, and 
Robert Lambert, were of a Church in Dartmouth, of which one Mr. 
Stead was Officer. 
No ſooner were theſe Servants of Chriſt entred upon this work of the 
Lord, but they met with great troubles and afflictions, as hath al- 
ways befallen thoſe whom the Lord hath been pleafed to ſingle out 
from others to bear witneſs to his Truth 3 Much Scandal and re- 
proach hath been caft on them, their troubles, and temptations fol- 
lowed, one upon the neck of another, like the waves of the Sea: but 
theſe precious Servants of the Lord having in ſome good meaſure 
counted the Coſt before hand, were not moved for any ot theſe things, 
but were chearfully carryed on by the good hand of the Lord upon 
them , through all the AMiQtions, and Reproaches they met 
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with; And are the moſt of them now atreſt with the Lor 
ſerved the Will of God in their Generation, 

And now we who ſurvive, conſidering the many .and grievous” 
Scandals that have bin by rugged Spirits caſt upon theſe firſt Beginners 
in the Church of Chrift, that are renewed, and augmented from time 
to time upon us, both by ſpeaking, and writing And that on purpoſe 
to render us odious, and make the World to think that we are a People 
not fit tolivez as-indeed we were not, if we were as vile as weare ren- 
dered to be. But the Lord,to whom wedo both defire,and endeavour to 
approve our ſelves in ſincerity , will one day clear our Innocency, as 
the light at noon-day. Confidering what 1s premiſed, we think our 
ſelves concerned and obliged. for the ſakeof Chrift,and his truth thatwe 
do profeſs, and bear Witneſs to, To give ſome brief account of things, 
for the clearing our ſelves of thoſe heinous things laid to our charge. 
As to the manifold Sufferings we have undergone in our Perſons, 
Eſtates and Liberties, we ſhall not give a Particular account at this times 
only this in general, That ſoon after our firſt beginning, ſome of us 
were oft-times brought before Councils, and Courts, threatned, fined, 
our Eſtates taken away, Impriſoned, and Baniſhed; but notwithſtand- 
ing it hath pleaſed the Lord ill to uphold us, in the midſt of all theſe 
{ore troubles, thar inſtead of being weakened and diminiſhed, we have 
bin further ſtrengthened, and increaſed. Thus wonderful doth the Lord 
appear from time to.time to aſfift poor weak Inſtruments 1n doing 
and ſuffering what he call's them to for his Name ſake. Now as touch- 
ing what we have ſuffered, and fill do ſuffer in our names, by reaſon 
of thoſe Scandalous things laid to our Charge, which are as followeth; 
Schiſmatical, Scandalous Perſdns , Diſorderly Dijturvers of the Peace ;, 
Underminers of the Churches, NegleGers of the Publick I, orſhip of God 
on the Lord*s-days, Taolaters, Enemies to Civil Government, &c, To theſe 
we ſhall give ſome briet Reply. 


d, having 


Charge I. 


That we are a Schiſmatical Company, who have rent our ſelves from the 
Churches of Chriſt, and do receive into our Society ſuch who have through 
Diſcontent. diſorderly left the Churches with whom they have walked, 

Anſ. To which we anſwcr, That this is a miſtake in thoſe that (6 
charge us, For, 

Firft ; As to the firſt Beginners, who are before named. Three 
of them. viz, Richard Goodal, William Turner,and Robert Lambert, were 
Perſons who had walked in the fame way and order, in the Churches 


in 0/d England, who were by the Providence of God, brought into 


11:5 


this Land , and had Letters of RE mhentatloa from the Churches 
co whom they did belong. 

2. Two of the other four 3 Viz. Edward Drinker, and Fobn George, 
were Perfons that were neyer joyned to any Church before, who were 
Perſons of good repute, for their ſober and honeſt Converſations, 

3, The other two; Viz." Thomas Gold, and Thomas Osburne, had 
walked ſome years together in Fellowſhip with a Church , in the Con- 
gregational way, as it is called, and were reputed by all that know 
them, to be very Godly Men, Men of Holy and blameleſs Converſa- 
tions, until ſuch time as they came to queſtion the Baptizing of In- 
fants, not ſeeing any light for it from the Word of God, and that Bap- 
tiſm ſhould be adminiftred to viſible profeſfing Believers 3 Whereupon, 
Tho.Gold did withhold his Children from Baptiſm, (as it is called )& al- 
ſodid manifeſt his diſſent from theChurch in this practice,at ſuch times 
when they . did Sprinkle their Children, by fitting down: both which 
was greatly offenſive to the Church. For which cauſe the Church dealt 
with him,and he remaining unconvinced, they proceedto lay him under 
Admonition,and wholly denied him Communion with them Where- 
as he could then have freely held Communion with them, it they would 
have born with his diſſenting in that one particular of Infant Baptiſm. 
And under this Admonition he continued 7 or 8 Years, living with- 
out the injoyment of the Ordinances of Chriſtz about which time 
our Church was gathered, And likewiſe Thomas Osbzxrn,tor his not ſeeing 
light for the Baptizing of Infants, diſſenting from it; and as alfo his 
withdrawing communion from the Church, being diflatished with that 
rugged frame of Spirit in them towards thoſe that differed from them. as 
alſo becauſe he could not injoy all the Ordinances of Chrilt with them; 
for which cauſe the Church dealt with him.and laid him under Admoni- 
tion. So that they did not rcend from the Church,foas to become guilty 
of Schiſm, but were {hut out by them, from Communion with them, 
and that for no other cauſe, then hath been already expreſſed, _ 

4. As to our receiving into our Society ſuch who have diforderly 
rent themſelves from the Church, we an{weor; That there have bin 
fince tne beginning of this Church, about 4 or 5 Pcrfons that have 
left the Churches they had walked with, and have joyned them= 
{elves unto us, the molt of thcm being Perſons of good repute for God- 
Iincſs, both before, and fince, that could never be julily charged with 
any thing of a Scandalous Nature. The grounds of their leaving Cr 
witndrawing theiſelves from the Churches of whom tNey Were, are 
chicfly theſe two: 

I» Their not {ccing light for the Eaptizing of Infants, as alſo being 
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convinced, that themſelves were Unbaptized 3 And that it was their 
duty to ſeck to enjoy it, the which they could not obtaine in thoſe 
Churches; neither would theſe Churches admit them to hold Com- 
munion with them, if they did obtain it elſe were, and were contented 
ro remain with them 3 for this hathbin tricd. 

2. Their diffatisfaQtion in reſpe& of that bitterneſs of Spirit in 
them, to thoſe that in theſe reſpects did differ from them, and there- 
fore could not with freedom of Spirit continue with them. And 
further, for the moſt part of them, they did not come off, before they 
had uſed means to obtain free leave, and liberty from the Churches 
to which they did belong) but all means uſed not being ſucceſsful to 
obtain it, then they took it. So that it appears that it was not for any 
ſinful Diſternper of Diſcontent,or becauſe they were weary of the Yoke 
of Chriſt, or that they would be more at liberty from under the Difci- 
pline and Government of Chritt, but out of tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
becauſe of ſome things practiſed, which they could not ſee light for 3 
As alſo becauſe they could not injoy all the Ordinances of Chriſt with 
themzand that they might injoy all the Ordinances of Ehriſt with more 
purity, and worſhip him more according to GoſpeEinſtitution, Now 
whether this be to be accounted Schiſm, we leave to the judgment 
of ſober Chriftians. * 

Charge 2. 

That we are Scandalous perſons, and that in theſe three reſpe&s; (1) That 
the foundation was laid with excommunicate Perſons. (2) In that we called 
ſuch to Adminiſter the holy things of God among us, who were juſtly for 
Scandal caft out of the other Churches. And (3) for receiving ſuch into our 
Soctety. | | on, 

Al This is a groſs miſtake; for firſt, As to thoſe who were the firſt 
beginners of this Church, who were Seven in Number, all of them 
Men of good repute for Godlineſs among their Neighbours, but two 
of them were excommunicate Perſons, viz. Thomas Gold, and Tho- 
mas Osbarrne, of whom there hath been ſome account given, in pag. 2. 
And concerning whom we ſhall give ſome furcher account. Theſe 
Perſons as aforcſaid, being (by the Church to whom they did belong) 
lid under Admonition, and wholly ſhut out from Communion with 
them in the Ordinances of Chriltz and one of them, namely, Thom.xs 
Gold, having ſo remained for 7 ors Years in which ſpace of time 
he was brouz ht betore ſeven or c1ight Courts, and in ſome of them to 
be tryed in oxder to Baniſhment, And forno other crime, then with- 
holding his Childe from being {ſprinkled 3 who, after fo long 
waiting, could have no kelp in-the cale , but was like fo to 
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continue all his days, without the injoyment of the Ordinances of 
Chriſt. And further, being convinc'd that it was his duty himſelf to be 
Baptized according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt , and there being a 
competent number of them thus inclined, and agreed in their princi- 
ples3 (viz.' the Perſons named in pag, 1.) They took it into their Con- 
ſideration to gather themſelves into a Church-ſtate, that ſo they 
might be in the pridtice and enjoyment of all the precious Ordinances 
and Appointments of Chriſt, according to the will of their Lord and 
Maſter 3 which they did undertake, after many Conſultations about 
it, and many Solemn ſeekings of the Lord for direcion in fo great 
an Undertaking, Upon which proceeding of theirs, fo foon as known, 
the Church with which Thomas Gold and Thom. Osburn had formerly 
walked, ſent for them, to deal further with them who at firſt thoughe 
not to have gone, being now not of them but on further confiderati- 
on, and being ſent for ( the ſecond time ) they determined to go to 
them,and give them a hearing,but told the Meſſengers that were fent to 
them, that they could not come on that day they required, becauſe 
it was the day they had appointed to break Bread, but they would 
come the next. day, if the Lord did permit them: but Notwithſiand- 
ivg,they not coming on the day that they required them (though they 
could not, for the reaſon before mentioned ) the Officer of the Church 
proceeds to caſt them unto Satan, grounding his proceeding on that in 
Mat, 18, Nit hearingthe Church; but their crime was no other then 
what hath bin already declared.So that from hence,two things are tobe 
obſerved, (1) That their Excommunication by the Church, witch 
whom they had formerly walked, was ſome conliderable time after 
they had been gathered into Church-Society, which was a long time 
after they had been denyed Communion with them , eſpecially one 
of them, (namely ) Thoms Gold. ( 2 ) That this Excommunication 
was not for any Scandalons fin, committed, and perſiſted in by them ; 
which if it had, then'their Excommunication had been juſt 3 (Unleſ; 
a Diligent endeavour to injoy Chrilt in the way of his Ordinances, 
according to Divine Infiitution, be a Scandalous evil : ) But becauſe 
they did not hear the Church. And this not hearing tiie Church, was 
no other then not coming,when the Church ſent tor them, 7. e. on tha 
day they required them: though theiranſwer was,not that they would 
not come, but that they could not come on that day, but did promilſe.thar 
they would come. Now whether this Excommunicition were Juf 
We leave It to-the Judgment of all fubcr , unbyaſſed Chrittians, ; 

2, The ſecond thing for which we are rendered Scandalous, is for 
callinz to office, ſuch who had bin for Scandal juſtly delivered unto 
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Satan. To which we anſwer,that there was never but one that was cal- 
led to office among us, who had any ſuch Cenſure paſſed on him, viz. 
Thomas Gold , concerning whom you have had a true accounc gIVENs 
In whoſe Excommunication there appeared no juſt obje&ion againſt 
his being called to Office, he being alſva man who was in ſome good 
meaſure titted, and qualified with the gifts and graces of the Spirit of 
God, for ſuch a work 3 and indced proved an Eminent Inſtrument jn 
the hand of the Lord, for the carrying on this work of God in its low 
and weak beginings, when expoſed to great ſufferings. 

The third thing for which we are rendered Scandalous, 1s,the recei- 
ving into our Society thoſe, who for moral Evils have bin juſtly caſt out 
of the Churches. 

Anſ. To which we anſwer, That ſince the firſt gathering of this 
Church, which was on the 28th of the 34 Mon.1665. there have bin ad- 
ded about f1xty Perſons or more, of which number, there have bin but 
two, that were call out of other Churches, viz. Thomas Foſter, and 
Fobn Farnum, concerning whom we ſhall give ſome brief account, 
(1) As for Thomas Foſter, the ground and cauſe for which the Churchto 
whon he did belong, did frit deal with him, was only his diſſenting 
from them in Infants-Baptiſm : he not ſeeing any light from the Word 
of God for it,did ſhew his Diſſent, in departing the Meeting when that 
was perforni'd 3 tor until this time he was 1n repute among them for a 
very Godly man , and is fo to this day among the generality of people 
rowhom heis known 5 and we doubt not but that he is fo ſtill in the 
Conſciences of thoſe that have proceeded againi{t him, who indeed 
i5an aged, grave, ſober Chriſtian, © But the Church dealing with him 
for the crime above mentioned, and not being able to convince him 
| from the Word of God, but that he fiill held his Judgment in that mat- 
ter, they proceeded to lay him under Admonition,and wholly debarr'd 
him Communion with them 3 until ſuch time as he ſhould repent, 
and reform 3 (though he then could, and would have gladly held 
Communion with them, if they would have borne with him in that 
one particular) but lying under this Admorition for lome time, and 
{ecing no hope of reconciliation, unleſs he would a& againſt his own 
ConſciencoAnd alſo being further convinced, that it was his duty to be 
Baptized, (according to both the precept and example of our Lord Je= 
' ſus Chriſt, ) he applycd himſelf to us, by whom he was baptized, and 
r=ccived into fellowſhip. Which being ſome time after tazen notice 
of, the Church to which he did belong, did proceed, from their Admo= 
nition to Excommunication, and delivercd him unto Satan, rendering 
the matter,or czuſe, fo; for which they dealt with him, from tilt to alt, 
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to be the breach of 4 of the moral Precepts3 viz, the 2. 3. 4. and 5. But 
had not any thing to lay to his charge, from firlt to laſt, but what hath 
been before delivered , excepting any thing of inftirmity that might 
appear in him, in the managing ot this difference, by which any ad- 
vantage might be taken. 

1. From whence we obſerve theſe two things, C 1) That the 
grounds of the Churches proceeding agatolt him from firſt to laſt, 
was not for any Scandalous or moral Eyvils, but for matter of Con- 

ſcience in things wherein he did differ from them. 
2, That this Excommunication was ſome confiderable time after 
his being received into fellowſhip with us, and was not under the 
ſentence of Excommunication when we received him. Now whether 
the receiving of this perſon into fellowſhip be. matter of Scandal , 
We leave to the Confideration of the wiſe and Sober Chrt- 
{tian. 

In the next place come's in Conſideration the caſe of Fobn Farnzn, 
who was under the ſentence of Excommunication when he was 
received by us into fellowſhip, and he is all that ever we did receive, 
that ſtood in ſuch a Capacity. 

Now concerning this man, whileſt he did walk in fellowſhip with 
the Church by whom he was Excommunicated, he was In repute 
among them for a very Gudly Man, and was deputed by them 
to be a Dexcon, But when he came to diſſent from the Church 
in the Baptizing of Infants, then they became diſaffected towards 
him3 and he being alſo diſſatished with his own Baptiſin thac he had 
in his Infancy, and looking on himſelf Unbaptized, and being, alſo 
diffatisfied with the rugged Spirit, that did fo much appear in the 
Church towards thoſe that did in theſe things differ from them, he 
did then withdraw from Communion with them, ard did often fre- 
quent our Meeting, which was one thing for which the Church did 
proceed in dealing with him; unto which were gathered divers 
other things, and laid to his Charge, which had a tace of Scandal 
on them, as they were taken, and confirued : Put his un-chriftian 
carriage towards them, in the time of their dealing with him, was 
conſiderable, aud therefore in the receivipg of this man into fellow- 
ſhip, We mult acknowledg that there was a defect, but yer nct a 
wiltul dete@, however it may be rendred by our Opoonents, Was there 
ever any Church fo perfect in 11 their Actions C eſpecially in their 
firſt and weak beginnings ) as ty be {rce from all detect, and not to 
have done any thing that ney mien 
had been b<tter lett undone ? - 


A 


© lee cauſe alterwards to judpe it 
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The Church was then under manifold Temptations and Diftra- 
ions, by reaſon of the oppoſition they met with 3 but not long ſince, 
about {ome 2 or .3 years paſt, there being a great Clamour revived, 
and renewed upon us, for receiving of perſons excommunicated for 
moral Evils, and that in the iſſue it centered chiefly on this Man, 
we were much diſſatisfied, and determined to make diligent ſearch 
to know the truth of it , that we might clear our ſelves. 

The which accordingly we did, and ſent Meſſengers to the Officer 
of the Church by whom he was caſt out, and procured under his hand 
from the Church Records, a copy of their Proceedi':gs with him, and 
the ground thereof; which having obtained , and diligently peruſed, 
did find that his Carriage, and Behaviour towards the Church in the 
time cf their dealing with him, were jultly offenſive, unchriſtian like, 
and much unbecoming the Goſpel, which was the chict matter of fac 
we could find in all their Charges. Whereupon we then laboured to 
convince him of the evil of them, and kept him off from Communion, 
until he ſhould give Satisfation, wherein he had miſcarried 3 who did 
in a ſhort time fail under his offences, and gave us good fatisfaction, 
and tendered the ſame unto the Church, by whom he was excom- 
municated 3 by which they were well ſatished, excepting one, who 
would not be ſatished unleſs he would come and joyn with them 
again, but that he could not yield to. This hath bin affirmed by ſome 
of their Members to ſome of us, 

Now from what wehave ſaid in this matter,this 1s to be obſerved, 
That though there wasan overfight in the receiving this Manz and that 
the Church was not ſo careful to inquire how things were, or were 
hard to give credit to what they might have reported of hisMiſcarriage 
to the Church, as things were then circumſtanced 3 it being deſigned 
by our oppoſites tocaſt all the reproach on us that they could any 
manner of way,to make us vile in the Eyes of the People, hoping there= 
by to prevent (at leaſt) our increafing, Yet we have now cleared our 
{clves from being of ſuch principles, asto receive any Scandalous perſon 
or p r{ons, juſtly excommunicated for moral Ev1ls, by what we have 
done, and the pains we have taken in this matter, as hath bin declared 3 
and therefore how unjuſt a thing it is {till to Jay ſuch things to our 
Charge, to ſcandalize our Name, as hath been done of late in their * 
Printed Book, viz. The Concluſions of the late Synod, and allo in a 
Book newly printed, entituled, The divine Right of Infant Baptiſm, we 
leave to conſideration, 


Charge, 
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Charge. " { 9 Fe 
Another thing laid to our Charge is, That we are diſorderly perſons, and 
_ walk diſorderly. | : 

Anſ. This is alſo a miſtake : for our practice, and walking, is 
according to, and agreeable with the Orders of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
therefore orderly : for we walk in Church-fcilowſhip together 3 and. 
continue in the Apoſtles DoGtrine , Fellowſhip, breaking Bread, and 
Prayer, A. 2. and that on the firſt day of the week, by Perſons 
elected.and ordained to Office, for the Adminiſtration of the holy Or- 
dinances of Chrilt. 

Charge 4. 

Another thing we are charged with is, That we are difturbers. of the 
Pablick Peace. | 

Anſ. We have never yet been found making any diſturbance, by 
raifing any Tumults, or cauſing any Sedition, either in Church or 
Commonwealthz nor are thoſe that accuſe us,able to prove the things 
whereof they do accuſe us. Indeed after the way that is called Hereſie, 
fo worſhip we the God of our Fathers, believing ali 'things which are 
written-in-the Law, and the Prophets3 and have hope towards God 
of the Reſurreion of the Dead, both of the juſt,and unjuſt, and heretn 
do exerciſe our felves always, to have a Conſcience void of offence 
towards God, and towards Man, A&. 24.13;14, 15, 16. We peace- 
ably follow our lawful Imployments , difturbing no Man, being de— 
firous to have peace with all Men. 

Charge 5 
We are charged to be underminers of the Churches. 

Fhis is alſo a great miſtake : we never defiened, neither do to this 
day deſign any ſuch thing,but heartily defire and daily pray for the well- 
being, flouriſhing, and- Proſperity of all the Churches of Chriſt, thac 
the Lord would more and more appear among, them, to revive the 
tife and power of. Godlineſs. in them, to make known more of his 
Mind and Will.unto them, to reform what ever is amiſs among them; 
ro continue his gracious Preſence in the mid tt of them, and his Fa- 
* therly Protection round about thern 3 And deſire that our ſelves may 
have a peaccable living by them, as Chriſtians. ' 

Whereas it is faid, that our Principlcs and PraGiices are deſtructive. 
to their. Churches. We anſwerz That the utmoli Tendency our Princi-- 
ples, and praQtices. can have with reſpe& to their Churches, is but to 
reduce them to a nearer conformity to the will of Chriſt, but not to 
defiroy thers and chere is a great difference becween Reduction and: 


Deftrudtion.. 


- 
BY Charge. 


' (10) 
Charge. 6. 


Another thing we are charged with, is, Neglefing the Publick, Worſhip 
of God on the Lord's day. 

Anſ. This 1s utterly untrue 3 Though this hath bin the crime that 
we have uſually from time to time bin preſented to Court for , and 
have b' Courts been puniſhed for. Burt it is well known that we do 
conſtantly meet on the firſt Day of the Week, to worſhip the Lord, 

and 'attend on him inall his holy Ordinances, andtherefore why 
weſhould be fo charged.,and dealt withal,there is no reaſon. If it be faid 
that wedo abſent from the Publick Aſſemblies , and meet by our 
{elves in private houſes, and therefore it is not Publick worſhip. 

We anſwer, That we do meet together by our ſelves,and ought fo to 
do, being an intire Charch, and body by our ſelves, and therefore 
cannot meet In their Aﬀemblies. And there wasa neceſſity of congre- 
gating together by our ſelves 3 Becauſe they would not admit of us to 
Communion with them in all the Ordinances of God, but ſhut us our, 
and would allow us no more priviledge among them, then they would 
allow to a Heathen, or Pablican, viz. to come and hear in their Aſ- 
{emblies. For ſome who have dchred to joya with them, after they 
were Baptized, have bin denyed, and that for no other reaſon then this, 
that they had ſubmitted to Baptiſm according to the Command of 
Chriſt, and could ſee no light for Infant Baptiſm. 

And ſecondly, for our meeting in Private Houſes : It istrue we 
have done ſo. for we muſi meet in ſuch Houſes as we have to meet in. 
But our Meeting was Publick, any one, that would, might come; and 
fince we have for our convenience, and to take off the aſperſions 
caſton us for meeting in Private Houſes, obtained a Publick Houſe, 
or a Houſe on purpoſe for that uſe, we are become more offenlive to 
ſome then we were beforc, ſo that we cannot give content to ſome 
one way nor other 3 for we have been ſhut out of our Publick Houſe, 
and the Doors nayled up. and have bin forced to meet without in the 
open air on a very cold day. Though by the next day they were 
open again, we know not how, but do yet queltion whether we ſhall 
injoy the liberty of our Houſe for Publick Worſhip or no3 ſo that 


from what hath been ſaid, it appears,that we are much wrongedlin this 
Charge, 


Charge. 7. 


That we are Idolaters, and therefore not to be ſuffered, as in the late Synod 
Book #s concluded. 


And 


OY Crt ) 

. And the Scriptures they bring to prove it,are theſe ; Joſh. 22. 19. Pla; 
99. 8. Ezck. 43. 3. Hol. 11. 6. 2 PP 
©  Anſ. The Lord God of Gods knows, and Iſrael ſhall know that” 
we are innocent in this matter, Joſh. 22, 21, 22,23. and that what we _ 
have done, is not in rebellion, nor tranſgrefſion, to turn from tol- 
lowing the Lord. or worſhipping him according to his own Appolnt- 
ments, but that we may with more freedom of Spirit worſhip the 
Lord tozether in purity, We do believe that it will appear one day 
that what we profeſs and praiſe, are not our own Inventions, not | 
our own threſhold, but God's threſhold : nor is there ſuch difference 
between us, and thoſe that do thus accuſe us, as that we ſhould be 
thus rendred 3 we hope that we all agree in the ſame foundation , 
Chriſt Jeſus, and all own the fame Word for our Rule: though we are 
imperfe& in our underſtandings, and fo are they, and who is not? the 
Lord forgive them, we deſire to forgive them, and pray for them. 
Charge 38. 
We are charged to be Enemies to Civil Government, 

Anſ. We know no reaſon why we ſhould be charged with this, not 
in the leaſt degree. ( 1 It is diredly againſt our Principles, and con+ 
trary to what we aſlerted in a Confeſſion of Faith, that we formerly 
gave into the Court, as alſo to that Confeſſion of Faith lately put forth 
by our Brethren in Old England, which Confeſhon we own in every 
particular, ( 2 ) Our continual Prayers to God for them, according to 
1 Tim. 1,1, 2. will witneſs againſt this charge. ( 3 ) Our conſtant ſub- 
jection, and obedience to all their Laws , both aftively ( as far as we 
can with a good Conſcience ) and wherein we could not Adtively, 
there we have been Paſſively obedient 3 in ſuffering what hath bin in- 
flicted on us, without ſeeking any revenge in the leaft. 

Fourthly. In paying all due demands whatſoever 3 not being deſirous 
to withhold trom Ceſar at any time, any of his dues, Ina word both 
- our Perſons and Eſtates are alwaies ready at command to be ſervice- 
able in the defence of the Authority, and Country, yea and have bin 
voluntarily offered on the high places of the Field in the time of the 
Countrey s greateſt Extremity3 we have not thought our lives too 
dear,to put in our hands in the defence of the Countrey. For divers 
of us did with ſome others, freely offer our ſelves for the ſervice of the 
Countrey againſt the Indians, even in the time of their greateſt diſtreſs; 
Among whom was William Turner, whom they pleaſed to make Cap- 
tain of that Company, who had bin one of the greateſt Sufferers a- 
mong us, for the profeſſion o Religion. He was a yery worthy man 

2 | for 


od 
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*for Souldiery 3 And Edward Drinker, who had bin another ſufferer, 
whom they pleaſed to make Lieutenant 3 And by the preſence of the 
Lord with them, they were made inſtruments of the preſervation of 
one Town from the rage of the Heathen, who did violently beſet it, 
and break into it, but they being there, beat them our; and after this 
by Captain Turner ( who was Commander in chief at that time ) as 
an Inſtrument in the hand of the Lord, was the greateſt blow given 
to the Indians of any they had received; for after this they were broken 
and ſcattered. ſo that they were overcome, and ſubdued with caſe, In 
this Fight did good Captain Tmrner loſe his Life, Here it is to be ob- 
{crved that thoſe that had ſuffered ſo much from the Country, and 
have been Scandaliz'd as Enemics to the Country, and their Pri- 
viledges, freely offering themſelves in the ſervice of the Country, 
have been ( through the Lord's preſence with them ) ſome of the prin- 
cipal Infiruments to ſubdue the Barbarous Heathen, and to deliver 
the Countrey from its great diſtreſs; which may fiand as a witneſs of 
our Fidelity to the Government to the World's End. 

Thus have we bin viliked, and greatly reproached, and are fiill to 
this day. It being without any juſt reaſon laid, on us, that we are 
one chict cauſe of all the Judgments of God on the Countrey, We do 
not excuſe our ſelves, as not to have ſhare, or part in many of the 
Sins that have provoked the Lord againſt Poor New-England; Net- 
ther have we been freed from having part with others in the gene- 
ral Calamities that God hath brought on this poor place, Yet it is 
obſervable how graciouſly the Lord hath dealt with us3 that in the 
time of great Mortality by the Small-pox, when (0 many hundreds 
dyed, though many of us were viſited with that Vilitatton, yer not one 
of our Society was removed by it: but it was not for any thing in vs, 
that the Lord ſpared us, but for his Name fake, that the Mouth of 
.our Adverſaries might be ſilent. | 

But thus injuriouſly to be dealt with, 1s no new thing- How often 
have the'moſt Innocent and Harmleſs bin rendred the molt Vile, and 
Hom! God's poor Servants muſt not think much at theie things; 
It is the way their Lord and Maſter hath gone in before them, and 
no other then he hath foretold them, that they muſt meet withz 
Like 21, 12, Jo. 16. 33» 

And here we cannot but take ſome notice of a Book lately put 
forth by Mr. Mather, entitled the Drvine right of Infant Baptiſmz (ſooner. 
ſaid then proved. ) The Book it ſelf will ſuthciently ſatisfy any ſober 
znbyafſled Chrifilan that {hall peruſe 1t, what was the main, o + 

-:.-" 26a 


Jeaſt one main ddign of the Author of it , which no dounn 

( what ever is pretended ) to render us as odious as he could, and nor 
onely us here, but all thoſe of God's people the World over, that pals... "x 
under that nickname of Anabaptiſts: a very unhappy deſign, and; - | 


RE. 


eſpecially in ſuch a day as this, when the Common Adverſary is too! 
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buſy. No doubt, Satan and his Inſtruments are much gratifycd by it, »*: \ » my 
the Common Adverſary will make himſclt Sport with it, and the *- 

' more that ſuch a thing ſhould be done in New-England, But we de- 
fire to lament that there ſhould be ſuch a Spirit breathing in Gods peo- 
ple one againſt another. We blame not the Author for diſputing for 
what he believes to be a truth in the point of Baptiſm, but for caſting 
ſo much dirt, and filth on thoſe of the Lord's People; who are not of 

" his mind in that particular 3 neither ſhall we, nor have we time-now 
to take up the Arguments, to make any reply to them,they are no new 
Arguments, but ſuch as have been oft-times \ufficiently anſwered. As 
to the ſtrange ſtories that be in it, we know not whether they be true, 
or falſe; we may have as much ground to queſtion them, as to believe 
them : but if we grant they may be true, and that to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of what they are ſet out to bez it makes us,nor the Truth we pro- 
fels, neverthe worſe, though it may caufe-us, and the Truth to be evil 
ſpoken of by ſome, as the miſcarriages of the profeſſors of Truth, do 
cauſe the Truth they profeſs, and the innocent profeſſors thereof,to be 
evil ſpoken of : but thoſe that profeſs the fear of God ſhould know 
better then ſo to practiſe. And may not he that hath a mind to re, 
write a great Volumn of moſt Hideous Crimes, Abominations, Mur- 
thers, Cruel Maſfacres, Uncleanneſs, and fearfull Debaucheries . yea 
Horrid Seditions,and Inſurrections, that have from time to time been 
perpetrated, by a very great,yea by the greateſt number of thoſe that 
are for Infants Bapt.ſm ? and would it be well taken, and (avour of a 
good Spirit, to charge al) theſe evils upon all thoſe that are for Infane 
Baptiſm 3 and make it an Argument to condemn them and their 
practice,as the Author of this Book hath done on the otherhand ? But 
we ſhall not dabble our ſelves with ſuch dirty work, wickedly to in- 
jure thoſe who are Holy, and Innocenc, though we may judge them 
to be in an error, as they may judge allo of us; it is better to "ray one 
tor another, that we all may beled into all Truch, by the Spirit of 
Truth. 

We (hall ſpeak particularly (only ) to what he ſaith in the cloſe of 
his Book, in page 265 where firit he 15pleaſed to ſay weare combin'd in 
oppolition to the Churches of Chrilt in News England, this hath Bin 
\ufficiently anſ{wer'd in the foregoing diſcourſe, - 

C3 Sccord- 


. 
= , —{. be . PY; OO IO I 


* Secondly He c hargeth us with the Sin of Feroboam, in making of 
the loweſt of the people Prieſts, We cafily underſiand what he-meaneth - 
in this 3 our Evil in this reſpe&, is our calling to office thoſe that have 
not bin bred up in Colledges,. and taught in other Tongues, but have 

. bin bred up to other Callings, bur it is not becauſe we are againfi 
Learning) for we do eſteem it, and honour it in its place; and if we 
had ſuch among us, and that they were, together with that, otherwiſe 
duly qualified'for the work of the Miniſtry, we ſhould readily improve 
them. But we do not think that the Spirit of God 1s locked up within 
the narrow limits of Colledge-Learning, tnat there are none hit to he 
called to Office in a Church but ſuch, nor that all ſuch are fit for ſuch a 

Work, be they never ſo great Scholars neitter doe we think that all 
thoſe that have not that Learning.are to be accounted the loweſt of the 
People. God had indeed bounded the Priefthood to the Tribe of Levi; 
He had ſet apart that Tribe for that Work by a Divine: Inſtitution, 
Eut we cannot find that the Lord ( by Divine Inſtitution ) hath tyed 
the Work of the Miniſtry unto men of ſach. Learning only, but whom 
he will, he fits, and qualifies for that work, Neither are we left without 
plain Rules in the new Teſtament to direct us in this matter, 

Thirdly; He chargeth us with a pernicious Principle in the Con- 
feſfion of our Faith 5(that is) that Believers baptized, are viſible Saints, 
and tit matter for a vilible Church. But who dares deny this to be a 
ſound Truth ? which he is pleaſed to call a pernicious Principle. As for 
the Concluſion he diaws from thence, viz. That there are no viſible 
Believers but thoſe that are Baptized, is his own, and not ours the 
improvement that he makes of it, and not what we make of it. Far 
be it from us to judge all that are not Baptized,not to be viſible Saints: 
for we judge that the Lord hath many precious People in the World 
that are not baptized, according to or in the manner that we 
Baptizez and further we judge they ſhould be viſible Saints, be- 
fore, Baptized, or elſe they have no right to Baptiſm, for it is not 
Baptiſm that can make Saints. And as for our cſiceming, and looking 
on Infant Baptiſm as nothing, or a nullity, that 1s truez and we can 
look on it no otherwiſe, till we ſee light to own it to be that which 
he thinks of it, viz. of Divine Right, which we cannot ſee any ground 
from the Word of God to do. And as for not owning their Churches 
to be the Churches of Chriſt, we never yet denyed them to be 
Churches of Chriit. It is enough for every one to prove his own 
Work.*But we have own'd them as Churches of Chriſt, and do look 
at them as ſuch: for where there is true matter joyned together in the 
bond ofa Holy Covenant , they may be looked atas a true Church, 


though 
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«. -». though they may be defeRive in Cie things; and for not owning it, , 
; when put to it in a Publick Aſſembly, there might be good reaſon for - 
_ thatz but it was not denyed then.. Chriſt himſelt did not anſwer Que- 
ſtions put to: him ſometimes, when he knew they were propoſed for 
an evil end. Again, he ſeems to take ſome notice of the time that we 
choſe to make our diſturbance in, ( as he call's it ) and the Animator 
thereof, We know not well what he means by it, and therefore do 
not well know. what to ſay to it. But as to the refleQion, of making 
diſturbance, he ſcems as:though he would make the World to believe 
- - that we had cauſed ſome Tumult, or Sedition, or made ſome Inſur- 
,, © rejon. But the thing he means, was the A of our firſt gathering 
'  Ynto a Church-ſtate, which was not openly done, whereby there 
ſhould be any diſturbance cauſed neither was there any, neither 
have we from firſt to laſt ever made or cauſed any diſturbance; but - * 
' | the truth is, we have ſuffered very much diſturbance, and have ſeldom © 
beenſuffered to beat reſi, or quiet, though none more - deſirous to be 
| at peace then we. But who have bin the principal cauſe of our trouble 
and diſturbance, we ſhall not here name; It is well enough known 
who they are, and howy much difturbance we have met with, how 
often our Meetings have been diſturbed by Conttables, and Marſhale, 
Further, as to the other two things: viz Calling to Office one that 
was under Church-Cenſure, and alſo the receiveing of ſuch who for 
Scandal were juſtly excommunicated, they have been already fully 
anſwered and therefore we ſhall not ſpeak further to it here. -Oh 
what matter of Lamentation is it, that there ſhould be ſuch a Spirit . 
breathing, among thoſe that profeſs Godlineſs, and ſuch bitterneſs 
ſpringing up, and that'in New-England! Can the like be parallePd 
in the whole Chriſtian World , That a People that fled trom'Op- 
preſſion, into this Wilderneſs for Liberty of Conſcience, ſhould be. 
come ſuch great Oppreſſors of others for their Conſcientiouſneſ t&. 
' the Lord in the matters,of his Worſhip? | Yea, even ſuch who are one 
with'them too, in all th®main points of ReNgion ? Surely this can- 
Not but be greatly provoking to the Eyes of the Lord, and doubtleſs 
hath had, among other. Sins, a great handTn pulling down all the fore 
Judgments of the Lord on this poor place. O New-England! ceaſe 
any longer to {mite thy Fellow-Servants, left he that hath already 
removed tour of thy Candle-Sticks, whillt thou haſt been labourtng 
( though yet in vain) to remove one, come and remove all the relt, 


and make thy Habitation. a Deſolation forver. 


—FINIS 


